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Cuphea, a genus in the Lythraceae, in-
cludes ≈260 species and is a native mostly
from Mexico through Brazil (Graham and
Kleiman, 1985). Cuphea llavea (Lex.) is a
native of Mexico (Graham, 1988). The pri-
mary interest in Cuphea spp. is to use its
seeds as a potential source of medium-chain
triglycerides; C. llavea seeds have an oil
content of 22%, with a capric acid content
of ≈85% (Graham et al., 1981). However,
an alternative use of some Cuphea spp. may
be as landscape and ornamental plants (Ja-
worski and Phatak, 1990, 1991; Pottberg,
1984; Thompson et al., 1987).

Cuphea llavea selection ‘Georgia Scarlet’
has potential use as a perennial landscape
and ornamental plant for the southeastern
United States and as an annual bedding plant
in regions to the north. This plant is adapted
to full sun and has winter hardiness in U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture Plant Hardiness Zone
8A (U.S. Dept. Agr., 1990). The plants pro-
duce a large mass of red flowers from mid-
June until mid-October. Natural propagation
is by underground stolons and by rooting of
prostrate shoots.

Origin

‘Georgia Scarlet’ was selected from eight
of 100 C. llavea plants and from two of 100
C. procumbens x C. llavea hybrid plants that
survived Winter 1986-87 in Tifton, Ga. These
10 surviving plants were further evaluated in
field trials using 10 replicates of single plants
from naturally rooted shoots during 1987
through 1990. ‘Georgia Scarlet’ originated
from one of the eight surviving C. llavea
plants and was assigned Georgia number GA
02. These C. llavea plants were produced
from seeds of Arizona accession number A
0074, now located at Ames, Iowa.

Description

Selection of ‘Georgia Scarlet’ was based
on superior overwintering, superior ground
cover (66 cm in diameter at the end of the
first season, 66 cm by the end of spring the
second season, and 150 cm in diameter by
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the end of the second season), and short height
(26 cm). ‘Georgia Scarlet’ shoot growth was
prostrate instead-of upright as in other C.
llavea.

‘Georgia Scarlet’ flowers ≈2 weeks later
than other C. llavea and most of its flow-
ering is from mid-June through mid-October
in Tifton; often averaging 11 to 16 open
flowers/100 cm2 (Fig. 1). Flowers contained
Fig. 1. ‘Georgia Scarlet’ Cuphea llavea.
two dorsal petals and no ventral petals. These
dorsal petals are 0.7 x 0.8 cm and are red
(43A) (Royal Horticultural Society, 1966).
Floral tube length is 2.3 cm. The floral tube
base is green (142 B), the floral tube top tip
is violet (83A), and the floral tube bottom
tip is purple violet (81A). Maximum leaf size
is 4.3 x 1.2 cm and they are green (137A)
and shiny. Leaves are simple, opposite, and
usually oriented distinctly upward on the stem.

Plant parts above the ground are killed by
freezing temperatures; however, the plant
remains viable below the ground. The lowest
temperature in Winter 1987-88, 1988-89,
and 1989-90 was –11C. The adaptation of
‘Georgia Scarlet’ as permanent plantings in
commercial and residential landscapes in
colder regions has yet to be evaluated. Seeds
are viable, but vegetative propagation will
be essential to maintain characteristics true
to the mother plant. Micropropagation using
shoot explants would be a rapid and effective
means of propagation of ‘Georgia Scarlet’
(Sultanbawa, 1990).
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Availability

Information for propagation of ‘Georgia
Scarlet’ can be obtained from S.C.P., Hor-
ticulture Dept., CFB, Univ. of Georgia, P.O.
Box 748, Tifton, GA 31793.
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