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‘Simon Fraser’ Rose
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L’ Assumption, Qué. JOK 1 GO, Canada

Additional index words. rose breeding, winter hardiness, disease resistance, Rosa kordesii

‘Simon Fraser’ is a winter-hardy shrub
rose (Rosa kordesii Wulff.) with an upright
growth habit and pink flowers. The plant flow-
ers profusely and recurrently and is highly
resistant to powdery mildew [ Sphaerot/zeta
pannosa (Wallr. ex Fr.) Lév.] and blackspot
(Diplocarpon rosae Wolf.).

Origin

‘Simon Fraser’ was derived from the polli-
nation of BO4 (a breeding line descended from
‘Bonanza’, ‘Arthur Bell’, ‘Red Dawn’, and
‘Suzanne') by P02 (a breeding line originating
from R. kordesii, ‘Champlain’, ‘Red Dawn’,
and ‘Suzanne') (Fig. 1). It carries genes for
winter hardiness from the R. kordesii male

parent and from both R. laxa Retzius and R.
spinosissima L. (parents of ‘ Suzanne').

Description

‘Simon Fraser’ has an upright plant habit
and grows to 0.6 m at L’ Assomption, Qué,
Canada. The flowers average 50 mm in diam-
eter and are borne in clusters of one to four
(Fig. 2). The first flowers to appear are often
single (five petrols), but subsequent flowers
may have up to 22 petrols. The unopened bud is
deep pink and changes to medium pink at the
unfurling stage. The petals are medium pink.
Based on the Roya Horticultural Society
(RHS) color chart (RHS, 1966), the upper and
lower petal surface colors are classified as 58B
and 58C red-purple and leaves as 147A yel-
low-green. The foliage is abundant, dark green,
and leathery. There are three to five ledflets
that average 36 mm long x 22 mm wide. They
are ovate, acuminate, and dentate. Thereisan
average of 14 thorns per 100 mm of stem.

Performance

‘Simon Fraser’ has been observed at
L’ Assumption for 3 years. Thissiteisin Cana-
dian plant hardiness zone 5a (Ouellet and
Sherk, 1967), or U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
zone 4 (Cathey and Heriteau, 1990). This rose
has survived winter with no protection other
than natural snow cover and has shown no or
dlight winter injury at L’ Assomption. Plants
flowered repeatedly for 15 to 16 weeks from
June to September. ‘Simon Fraser’ is highly
resistant to powdery mildew and blackspot in
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the field. Thisrose is easily propagated from
softwood cuttings and has been selected for its
ability to grow well on its own roots.

Availability

‘Simon Fraser’ has been registered with
the International Registration Authority for
Roses (The American Rose Society), P.O.

Box 30,000, Shreveport, LA 71130-0030, and
with the Canadian Ornamental Plant Founda-
tion (COPF), 652 Aberdeen Ave., North Bay,
Ont. PIB 7H9, Canada. Royalties will be col-
lected. Propagation material will be main-
tained by 1.S.0. Limited amounts of propaga-
tion stock are available to nurseries with COPF
membership. American requests should be
made to Bailey Nurseries, 1325 Bailey Rd., St.
Paul, MN 55119.
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Fig. 2. ‘Simon Fraser’ rose.
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