
style, the letter, number, or symbol is printed 
on white or clear adhesive tape. The tape 
may be positioned on blank er blue-lined pa
per for photocopying to produce a clean, crisp 
result. Kroy templates are available in a wide 
variety of type styles from Helvetica to Script, 
and in sizes up to 192 pt. (5 cm). One can 
produce excellent text, legends, or any other 
required print more rapidly than possible with 
Leroy or press-ons. Many universities have 
Kroy systems within their Instructional Re
source Centers.

Computer software also has become a great 
asset to the production of poster graphics, 
particularly complex graphs and charts. A 
main-frame computer with SASGraph (Sta
tistical Analysis System Graphics) capabili
ties can be used extensively in poster 
preparations. The expense varies consider
ably from one university to the next, and the 
quality of the SASGraph product depends 
upon plotters, paper types, and inks. For ex
ample, the Versatec plotter is, at best, ac
ceptable in quality, whereas the Calcomp 
plotter can operate with a variety of papers, 
inks and pen widths. The Calcomp is, as one 
might expect, much more expensive to use 
than the Versatec. Print and plot size also 
can be specified within a SASGraph program 
which gives the author great flexibility in 
assembling the pieces of the poster. Where 
personal computers (PC’s) are concerned, 
there are far too many options to be listed 
here; check with your dealer.

Photographs, when pertinent, contribute 
more than any amount of text; but their con
tribution is questionable when simply used 
as “ window dressing” . Attention to a few 
technical considerations will enhance the 
quality of photographs. Prints usually are en
larged from originals, which are either neg
atives or slides, and the definition of these 
enlargements is improved when slow film 
speeds (low ASA/ISO numbers) are used. 
Since color slides are used heavily to docu
ment research, avoid ASA’s of 200 or greater. 
Although high speed film makes excellent 
slides under low light conditions, its enlarge
ment potential is very limited, often resulting 
in grainy, inferior prints. Films rated at ASA 
25 or 64 give the best quality prints. Black 
and white films are more versatile than color, 
since processing can be altered to minimize 
potential graininess. Any |ASA speed up to 
400 is acceptable, but develop and print the 
film yourself. i

Photos are best displayed when mounted 
on matboard or foamcore. This prevents 
warping and curling which can occur even 
when positioned with tacks on the poster 
board. There are 2 reliab le m ounting 
processes. The first utilizes a tacky spray 
(e.g., 3M Photomount) applied to the back
side of a photo to affix \t to a rigid surface. 
It is inexpensive and y/ill last for no more 
than a few months after the meetings, when 
peeling becomes a real problem. The second 
procedure, permanent dry mounting, utilizes 
a sheet of adhesive paper between the photo 
and mount board. After positioning, heat is 
applied, and the photo becomes permanently 
fused to the rigid board. The most successful 
mounting is done with a heat press.

Although fragile graphics also can be 
mounted, it is less expensive to have them 
photocopied. “ Cardstock” is the best paper 
choice since its t;igid characteristics elimi
nate the need for mounting prior to tacking 
to the poster board. Almost all photocopying 
services, including those within universities, 
offer a wide assortment of paper colors. Color 
may seem peripheral for the presentation of 
scientific results but can be a real asset in 
the overall organization of the poster. Charts, 
graphs, and text relating to particular points 
can be photocopied and/or mounted on sim
ilar colors and placed in close proximity in 
the final layout. One ultimately creates a flow, 
or prescribed pattern, for the eye to follow, 
enabling the viewer to catch the salient points 
of the work easily. Any colors incorporated 
into posters should be chosen prudently, more 
than 3 could be distracting.

Even the most sophisticated graphics ca
pabilities will fail if a few finer points of the 
presentation are neglected. In the upper left- 
hand comer of the poster, below the abstract

TROPICAL FRUIT IN FLORIDA

Significant changes are occurring in trop
ical fruit production in Florida. The greatest 
production occurs in the Dade County south
west of Miami, but there are plantings in 
warm areas of several other counties in the 
southern half of the Florida peninsula.

The area of avocado plantings is at an all- 
time high, with 12,872 acres as of Jan. 1984. 
The recent overproduction in California, 
however, has caused Florida growers to stop 
planting new avocado orchards.

As a result of abandonment of older plant
ings, Tahiti lime plantings have been re
duced to 7009 acres in 1984, from 7491 in 
1982. Competition from other countries, 
particularly Mexico, and problems caused by 
the citrus canker quarantine have discour
aged growers from making new plantings.

Some new orchards of mango are being 
planted, and currently there are 2589 acres. 
Growers believe that there is good potential 
for increased consumption in the United 
States. Fruit from other countries of the 
American tropics is partly, but not entirely, 
competitive with United States fruit because 
some is produced at seasons when no fruit 
is available from Florida.

Other tropical fruit produced commer
cially include atemoya (40 acres), banana (300 
acres), Barbados cherry (30 acres), caram- 
bola (30 acres), guava (50 acres), longan (10 
acres), lychee (200 acres), mamey sapote (300 
acres), papaya (300 acres), sapodilla (30 
acres), and sugar apple (910 acres).

Carl W. Campbell 
Fruit Crops Dept.

Univ. of Florida

number and author’s name, put a brief sum
mary for those without programs. There is 
no need, however, to rewrite the complete 
abstract. Bring an ample supply of tape and 
clear push-pins to assemble your poster; you 
will undoubtedly need more than you antic
ipated. Some authors now place handouts or 
reprints of related publications in mounted 
pockets in the comer of the poster board.

Poster life need not end after the meetings 
close. Too much preparation time has been 
invested to warrant an immediate disposal. 
Several horticulture departments have uti
lized posters for field days, local confer
ences, short courses, and other events. 
Displaying a poster “ in-house” for no other 
reason than informing fellow faculty and stu
dents of your work is sufficient reason to 
prolong its life.

Literature Cited
1. Fretz, T.A. 1979. Poster sessions: A new 

means of com m unication. HortScience

CARAMBOLA INDUSTRY IN 
FLORIDA

The carambola, a newcomer to the United 
States fruit market, is receiving much atten
tion from growers in southern Florida and 
the Caribbean Region. The deeply ribbed fruit 
is also called “ star fruit” because it forms a 
5-pointed star in cross section. Consumers 
find the unique shape, the smooth waxy sur
face, and the bright yellow color of the fruit 
very attractive.

The tree, native to Asia, grows best under 
lowland tropical conditions, but is suffi
ciently frost-tolerant to be grown in some 
subtropical areas. An important climatic re
quirement is for relatively high mean day 
and night temperatures.

The carambola has been cultivated in Asia 
for a long time, but was little known in the 
Western Hemisphere until recently. The first 
cultivar to be described in the United States 
was the ‘Golden Star’ (Florida 1965). Since 
then a number of cultivars have been intro
duced to Florida from Asia and several oth
ers have been selected  from  seedling 
populations in Florida. Cultivars in com
mercial plantings include ‘Golden Star’, 
‘Newcomb’, and ‘Arkin’.

Present plantings in Florida total about 30 
acres, with an additional 70 acres in the 
planning stage. Greatest fruit production is 
in August-September and November-De- 
cember, but a small amount is produced all 
year.

Carl W. Campbell 
Fruit Crops Dept.

Univ. of Florida

14(2): 106-107.
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NICKEL KEY MINERAL CORRIGENDUM

Minute amounts of the mineral nickel is 
the latest botanical secret revealed by science 
for the health and well-being of green plants.

According to a study conducted at Cornell 
Univ. by David L. Eskew, research associ
ate, and Earl E. Cary, ARS research chem
ist, the experiment was based on the recent 
discovery that nickel is a part of urease—the 
plant enzyme that breaks down the nitrogen 
compound urea into simpler compounds aid
ing growth and development.

Agricultural Research 
June 1984

Send items of interest to Timothy E. Crocker, 
Dept, of Horticulture, Univ. of Florida. 
Gainesville, FL 32611.

In the article “ Respiration and Weight 
Changes of Easter Lily Flowers during De
velopment” by Yin-Tung Wang and Patrick

Fig. 1. Changes in fresh weight (FW), dry weight 
(DW) and percentage of dry weight (%DW) 
during the development of the Easter lily flower. 
The arrow indicates the length at which the flower 
bud opened.

J. Breen [HortScience 19(5):702-703] the 
captions for the 2 graphs were reversed. The 
correct graphs and captions read:

FLOWER BUD LENGTH ( c m)

Fig. 2. Respiration of Easter lily flower [per 
flower/bud (•) and per g dry weight (o)]. The 
arrow indicates the length at which the flower 
bud opened.
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